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Restoration of the System Benefit Fund
SB 485 by Sen. Fraser
AECT Position: Support the Restoration of the System Benefit Fund

Background

= SB 485 would restore the System Benefit Fund by prohibiting its funds from being used for
any other purpose except those outlined in Chapter 39 of the Public Utility Regulatory Act
(PURA).

SB 485 would also authorize the PUC to set the nonbypassable fees at an amount
sufficient to ensure funding is available for the SBF.

= AECT supports the reinstatement of the System Benefit Fund, including its programs
designed to assist low-income Texans with the payment of electric bills, improve the energy
efficiency of their homes through weatherization and conservation programs and fund
customer education programs administered by the PUC.

= It is unclear, however, whether the approach taken by SB 485 is the best method to tackle
the concern, and it should be considered among other approaches for achieving the same
end goal of reinstating the benefits of the System Benefit Fund.
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